
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to 
be baptized by him.  And John tried to prevent Him, 
saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and are You 

coming to me?” But Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to 

fulfill all righteousness.”  Then he allowed Him. 

Matthew 3:13-15 
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And since there seems to be such a wide diversity of 
opinion about what baptism means and how 

important it is, many in the church have relegated it 
to an archaic, antiquated ritual and not much more. 

And that is a grave mistake. 
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Baptism 

Many in the church who call themselves Christians 
have not been baptized according to the New 

Testament baptism.   

That may include some of you here today. 

If we are unfaithful to the first command of obedience 
to our Lord who saved us, it makes it much easier to 

disobey His other commands. 
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Why people are not baptized today? 

 

One, 

Ignorance 

This person has not been properly taught about 
baptism or has been taught what is not biblical. 
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desires Thy grace through the spiritual new 
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good to him who knocks that he may obtain the 
eternal blessing of this heavenly bath and receive the 

promised kingdom of Thy gift through  
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.” 
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“O Almighty, I invoke Thee concerning this child, Thy 
servant, who asks for the gift of Thy baptism and 

desires Thy grace through the spiritual new 
birth.  Receive him, O Lord, and thus extend now the 

good to him who knocks that he may obtain the 
eternal blessing of this heavenly bath and receive the 

promised kingdom of Thy gift through  
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.” 

They are praying a bath will save a baby. 
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“Dost thou renounce the devil and all his  
works and nature?”   

The parents reply, “Yes” on behalf of the baby.  
  

“Dost thou believe in God the Father and Jesus Christ 
His Son and in the Holy Spirit and in the  

one Christian church?”   
The parents say, “Yes,” whereupon  

the baby is baptized.   
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Then the closing prayer:   

“The Almighty God hath begotten thee anew through 
water and the Holy Spirit and has forgiven thee  

all thy sins.  Amen.” 

 

There is nothing in the New Testament about 
salvation apart from personal faith in the Lord Jesus 

Christ, which comes to one who understands the 
meaning of the gospel.  
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Why people are not baptized today? 

 

Two, 

Pride 

It’s a humbling experience to publically confess you 
have gone for such a long time in disobedience to the 

Lord’s command. 
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Why people are not baptized today? 

 

Three, 

Indifference 

They understand it.  They believe in it.   

It’s just not important to them.  It’s not a priority. 
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Why people are not baptized today? 

 

Four, 

Rebellion 

They refuse to be baptized because they are still 
courting sin in their life and they do not want to 

confess their sin and be held accountable to others. 
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Why people are not baptized today? 

 

Five, 

Lost 

They are not really a Christian and the Holy Spirit is 
not moving them to obedience. 
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What is baptism? 

Where does it come from? 

What does it mean? 

What is about to take place among us today? 
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The second (báptisma), which is used more often, is a 
stronger word that means “to submerge totally,  

to immerse completely, to drown,  
to dunk into water.”  

 

 



What is Baptism? 

When baptism is used as a noun in the book of Acts,  
it always refers to a Christian being  

immersed into water.  



What is Baptism? 

When baptism is used as a noun in the book of Acts,  
it always refers to a Christian being  

immersed into water.  

In fact, since baptism became a technical term for 
immersion it was transliterated rather than translated  



What is Baptism? 

When baptism is used as a noun in the book of Acts,  
it always refers to a Christian being  

immersed into water.  

In fact, since baptism became a technical term for 
immersion it was transliterated rather than translated  

Also, it is never used in the passive sense.  Water is 
never said to be baptized on someone.  It is always 

someone being baptized into water. 
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Baptism is the first act of obedience as a Christian. 

One can often determine if salvation is real and 
genuine by the desire for public profession  

through baptism. 
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Baptism (water immersion) is commanded of every 
believer and it is very important not only for its own 

sake– because it demonstrates one’s obedient heart– 
but also because of the picture that it presents.   

Baptism is a teaching aid, an object lesson.   

Baptism is a physical analogy of a profound  
spiritual reality. 
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The History of Baptism 

 

Jew / Proselyte (Gentile) 

 

Three Stages / Phases 

1. Circumcision 

2. Immersion into Water 

3. Animal Sacrifice 
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In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the 
wilderness of Judea, and saying, “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand!”  For this is he who 
was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare 
the way of the LORD; make His paths straight.’ ” 

Matthew 3:1-3 

 



Where Does Baptism Come From? 

John the Baptist 

 

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the 
wilderness of Judea, and saying, “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand!”  For this is he who 
was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare 
the way of the LORD; make His paths straight.’ ” 

Matthew 3:1-3 

 



Where Does Baptism Come From? 

John the Baptist 

 

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the 
wilderness of Judea, and saying, “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand!”  For this is he who 
was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare 
the way of the LORD; make His paths straight.’ ” 

Matthew 3:1-3 

 



Where Does Baptism Come From? 

Now John himself was clothed in camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts 
and wild honey.  Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the 

region around the Jordan went out to him and were 
baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins. 

Matthew 3:4-6 

 

 



Where Does Baptism Come From? 

Now John himself was clothed in camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts 
and wild honey.  Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the 

region around the Jordan went out to him and were 
baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins. 

Matthew 3:4-6 

 

 



Where Does Baptism Come From? 

Now John himself was clothed in camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts 
and wild honey.  Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the 

region around the Jordan went out to him and were 
baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins. 

Matthew 3:4-6 

 

 



Where Does Baptism Come From? 

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, 

“Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from  
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For you are all sons of God (how) through faith in 
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Christ Jesus.  And if you are Christ’s, then you are 
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

Galatians 3:26-29 
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Our being submerged, immersed, in union with, in 
solidarity with Christ, is what now saves us. 
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And if not, why not? 

 

 



 




