
“But I have a few things against you, because 
you have there those who hold the doctrine of 
Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling 

block before the children of Israel, to eat  
things sacrificed to idols, and to  

commit sexual immorality.” 

Revelation 2:14 
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These seven letters to the seven churches lay out 
church history for us in advance. 

They tell us about the times in which we live, what 
Christ is pleased with and what He is not. 

If they were listed in any other order it would not fit. 
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1. The Name of the Church 

2. The Title of Christ Used 

3. His Commendation (good news) 

4. His Concern or Rebuke (bad news) 

5. Exhortation 

6. A Promise to the Overcomer 

7. The Closing (“He who has an ear…”) 

The order of the last two sometimes switched. 
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Smyrna means “suffering” or “death” 

The Hebrew root of the word is translated “myrrh” 

 

This was a church that had suffered greatly and was 
praised by our Lord for their faithfulness to Him and 

their perseverance under great trials and testing. 
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The letter to the church at Smyrna represents the 
persecuted church that suffered horribly under the  

10 great Roman persecutions. 

This time frame runs from the turn of the first century 
until the Edict of Milan, later known as the Edict of 

Toleration, by Emperor Constantine in 312 AD. 

It spans from 100 AD to 312 AD. 
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Are we doing what the Lord praised the church at 
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Are we doing what the Lord praised the church at 
Smyrna for doing? 

And if not, what are we (you) prepared to do about it? 
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The word Pergamos comes from a combination of two 
Greek words that mean “mixed, objectionable”  

and “marriage.” 

Pergamos means “mixed marriage” that is 
“objectionable” to God. 

It represents the marriage of the church and state 
where the state elevates the church to a place of 

acceptance or political correctness at the expense of 
the church’s devotion to God. 
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“the sharp two-edged sword” 

 

This refers to the Word of God.   

Jesus is described as the One who is identified as or 
with the Word of God. 
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What does “where Satan’s throne is” mean? 

 

Pergamos was the center of emperor worship. 

 

Christians who refused to acknowledge Caesar as Lord 
and God faced confiscation of their property,  

exile, or death.   
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emperor worship and was persecuted for their 

devotion to Christ. 

Yet, as the Lord commended them, they held fast to 
His Name even in the face of persecution  

and martyrdom. 

 

But, unlike the church at Smyrna, they compromised 
and became politically correct and worldly. 
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What is the church’s position against the heresies 
within the church today? 
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fight against them with the sword of My mouth.” 

Revelation 2:16 

 

Note:  both “you” and “them” are pronouns referring 
to the church at Pergamos. 

The Lord is saying if the church doesn’t repent He will 
come to the church quickly and fight against it with 

the sword of His mouth. 
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Again: the promise is after the closing statement. 
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Heathenism was Christianized: pagan temples 
became Christian churches and heathen festivals were 
converted into Christian ones.  Pagan priests slipped 

into office as Christian priests. 

This period of the church ran from 312 AD to 606 AD. 

“What persecution didn’t accomplish,  
marriage to the world did.” 
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In 312 AD Constantine set out to defeat the forces of 
Maxentius, his rival, for supreme power in the empire. 

“in hoc signo vinces” 

In this sign thou shalt conquer. 

 

Constantine defeated Maxentius at the Milvan 

bridge, and immediately declared his conversion  
to Christianity. 
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       330 AD – Constantine moved the capital of the 
                  empire to Byzantium, calling it 
                  Constantinople. 
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       363-364 AD – Jovian reestablished the  
                   Christian religion in the empire. 

 

       378-395 AD – Theodosius made Christianity the 
                   state religion by forced conversions and 
                   filled the churches with unregenerates.  



Pergamos – Prophetic 

       300 AD – Prayers for the dead 

 

 



Pergamos – Prophetic 

       300 AD – Prayers for the dead 

       300 AD – Making the sign of the cross 

        

 



Pergamos – Prophetic 

       300 AD – Prayers for the dead 

       300 AD – Making the sign of the cross 

       375 AD – Worship of saints and angels 

        

 



Pergamos – Prophetic 

       300 AD – Prayers for the dead 

       300 AD – Making the sign of the cross 

       375 AD – Worship of saints and angels 

       394 AD – Mass first instituted 

 

 



Pergamos – Prophetic 

       300 AD – Prayers for the dead 

       300 AD – Making the sign of the cross 

       375 AD – Worship of saints and angels 

       394 AD – Mass first instituted 

       431 AD – Worship of Mary began 

        

 

 



Pergamos – Prophetic 

       300 AD – Prayers for the dead 

       300 AD – Making the sign of the cross 

       375 AD – Worship of saints and angels 

       394 AD – Mass first instituted 

       431 AD – Worship of Mary began 

       500 AD – Priest began dressing different than 
                        layman 
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       526 AD – Extreme Unction 

       593 AD – Doctrine of Purgatory introduced 

       600 AD – Worship services conducted in Latin  

       600 AD – Prayers offered to Mary 
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How should we, as His church, respond to 
compromise and worldliness in the church? 

What can we do as a congregation to foster a spirit of 
holiness in our time together? 

What can you, as a member of His body, do to present 
yourself before Him spotless? 

What areas of your life need to be addressed? 

And what are you prepared to do about it? 

 



 




