
Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, 
that if we ask anything according to His will, He 

hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, 
whatever we ask, we know that we have the 

petitions that we have asked of Him.

1 John 5:14-15
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them by My Father in heaven.”

Matthew 18:19

What about world peace and the end of all wars?
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The Danger of Christian “Cliff Notes” on Prayer

“And whatever things you ask in prayer, 
believing, you will receive.”

Matthew 21:22

Does this mean if you pray and believe, like Moses 
did, God will give you something harmful to you?
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The Hardest Question

Why doesn’t God answer my prayers?

Why didn’t God do what I prayed He would do?

Why doesn’t God love me?  Because if He did, He 
would not have let happen what happened?

Where was God during my time of deepest need?

I prayed to God for ________ and it did not happen.

Why?  Is the problem with me?  Am I not doing 
enough?  Or is the problem with God?
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Prayer

What is prayer?

What are we to expect when we pray?

What are we NOT to expect when we pray?

What is the true purpose of prayer?

What does what we pray for say about our 
understanding of God?

How are we to deal with unanswered prayers?

And why is this so important?
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What is Prayer?

“Prayer is talking to God.”

But, 

Prayer is also allowing God to talk to you.

Does that happen in your prayer life?

And if so, what is it like?

How does our Father talk to you?
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What are we to expect when we pray?

For I know that the LORD is great,
and our Lord is above all gods.

Whatever the LORD pleases He does,
(where) in heaven and in earth,

in the seas and in all deep places.

Psalm 135:6

In other words, everywhere!
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and there is no other; I am God, 

and there is none like Me,

Declaring the end from the beginning, and from 
ancient times things that are not yet done,

saying, ‘My counsel (advice, purpose) shall stand,
and I will do all My pleasure (desire).’

Isaiah 46:9-10
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tongue with a line which you lower?  Can you put a 
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“Will your companions make a banquet of him?
Will they apportion him among the merchants?

Can you fill his skin with harpoons, or his head with 
fishing spears? Lay your hand on him; remember the 

battle— never do it again!

Indeed, any hope of overcoming him is false;
shall one not be overwhelmed at the sight of him?”
No one is so fierce that he would dare stir him up.

Who then is able to stand against Me?”
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“Who has preceded Me, that I should pay him?
Everything under heaven is Mine.  I will not 

conceal his limbs, his mighty power, or his graceful 
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Who can remove his outer coat?
Who can approach him with a double bridle?

Who can open the doors of his face,
With his terrible teeth all around?”
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with a seal; one is so near another that no air can 

come between them; they are joined one to another,
they stick together and cannot be parted.
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eyelids of the morning.  Out of his mouth go burning 
lights; sparks of fire shoot out. Smoke goes out of his 

nostrils, as from a boiling pot and burning rushes.”
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“His breath kindles coals, and a flame goes out of his 
mouth.  Strength dwells in his neck, and sorrow 

dances before him.  The folds of his flesh are joined 
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That God will tell you what He is doing or what will 
happen next.  That will probably never happen.
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“Have you been asking God what He is going to do? 
He will never tell you.  God does not tell you what He 

is going to do; He reveals to you Who He is.”

Oswald Chambers

My Utmost for His Highest

It’s a matter of faith in Who God is.
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Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for 
one another, that you may be healed.  The effective,
fervent (energéō - to be operative, at work, to put 

forth power), prayer of a righteous man avails (ischúō
- to be strong, to have power and ability) much.

James 5:16

“Avails much” to whom?  Me?  Or God?
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petitions that we have asked of Him.

1 John 1:14-15



God’s Promises About Prayer

Now this is the confidence (freedom in speaking, to 
speak openly, frankly) that we have in Him, that if we 

ask anything (condition) according to His will, 
(promise) He hears us.  And if we know that He hears 
us, whatever we ask, we know (eidō) that we have the 

petitions that we have asked of Him.

1 John 1:14-15



God’s Promises About Prayer

Now this is the confidence (freedom in speaking, to 
speak openly, frankly) that we have in Him, that if we 

ask anything (condition) according to His will, 
(promise) He hears us.  And if we know that He hears 
us, whatever we ask, we know (eidō) that we have the 

petitions that we have asked of Him.

1 John 1:14-15



God’s Promises About Prayer

Now this is the confidence (freedom in speaking, to 
speak openly, frankly) that we have in Him, that if we 

ask anything (condition) according to His will, 
(promise) He hears us.  And if we know that He hears 
us, whatever we ask, we know (eidō) that we have the 

petitions that we have asked of Him.

1 John 1:14-15



God’s Promises About Prayer

Now this is the confidence (freedom in speaking, to 
speak openly, frankly) that we have in Him, that if we 

ask anything (condition) according to His will, 
(promise) He hears us.  And if we know that He hears 
us, whatever we ask, we know (eidō) that we have the 

petitions that we have asked of Him.

1 John 1:14-15



God’s Promises About Prayer

Now this is the confidence (freedom in speaking, to 
speak openly, frankly) that we have in Him, that if we 

ask anything (condition) according to His will, 
(promise) He hears us.  And if we know that He hears 
us, whatever we ask, we know (eidō) that we have the 

petitions that we have asked of Him.

1 John 1:14-15



God’s Promises About Prayer

Now this is the confidence (freedom in speaking, to 
speak openly, frankly) that we have in Him, that if we 

ask anything (condition) according to His will, 
(promise) He hears us.  And if we know that He hears 
us, whatever we ask, we know (eidō) that we have the 

petitions that we have asked of Him.

1 John 1:14-15



God’s Promises About Prayer

Now this is the confidence (freedom in speaking, to 
speak openly, frankly) that we have in Him, that if we 

ask anything (condition) according to His will, 
(promise) He hears us.  And if we know that He hears 
us, whatever we ask, we know (eidō) that we have the 

petitions that we have asked of Him.

1 John 1:14-15



God’s Promises About Prayer

Now this is the confidence (freedom in speaking, to 
speak openly, frankly) that we have in Him, that if we 

ask anything (condition) according to His will, 
(promise) He hears us.  And if we know that He hears 
us, whatever we ask, we know (eidō) that we have the 

petitions that we have asked of Him.

1 John 1:14-15



God’s Promises About Prayer

Now this is the confidence (freedom in speaking, to 
speak openly, frankly) that we have in Him, that if we 

ask anything (condition) according to His will, 
(promise) He hears us.  And if we know that He hears 
us, whatever we ask, we know (eidō) that we have the 

petitions that we have asked of Him.

1 John 1:14-15



God’s Promises About Prayer

Now this is the confidence (freedom in speaking, to 
speak openly, frankly) that we have in Him, that if we 

ask anything (condition) according to His will, 
(promise) He hears us.  And if we know that He hears 
us, whatever we ask, we know (eidō) that we have the 

petitions that we have asked of Him.

1 John 1:14-15

Note:  “according to His will”
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You lust and do not have.  You murder and covet and 
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But what happens if we ask?  Do we receive then?
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To know Him.

To speak to Him.

To have Him speak to you.

To know His will and experience His pleasure.

To think His thoughts and have the mind of His Son.

To have your will transformed into His will.

To only want what He wants.

And to only ask for what His Son would ask for?
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Does this describe your prayer life?

Have you experienced the Lord’s presence 
during your prayer times?

If so, what was it like?

And if not, would you like to?

Then you’ve got to put in the time.






