
Will You not revive us again, 
that Your people may rejoice in You? 

Psalm 85:6 
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What is Christian revival? 

Why is it so important? 

What does true revival look like? 

How does it change the person being revived? 

How does revival come about? 

Are there stages or steps to revival? 

And how can we have revival now, today, in our lives 
and in the church? 
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What is Christian revival? 

 

Revival is defined as: 

A restoration of life, consciousness, vigor, or strength.  
It is an awakening to something previously dormant. 
It is an improvement in the condition or strength of 

something or someone.    
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What is Christian revival? 

 

Spurgeon said revival means: 

To live again, to receive again a life which has almost 
expired; to rekindle into a flame the vital spark which 

was nearly extinguished. 
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What is Christian revival? 

 

Revival refers to a spiritual reawakening from a state 
of dormancy or stagnation in the life of a believer.  

It encompasses the resurfacing of a love for God, an 
appreciation of God's holiness, a passion for His Word 

and His church, a convicting awareness of personal 
and corporate sin, a spirit of humility, and a desire for 

repentance and growth in righteousness.  
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Revival invigorates and sometimes deepens a 
believer's faith, opening his or her eyes to the truth in 

a fresh, new way.   

It generally involves the connotation of a fresh start 
with a clean slate, marking a new beginning of a life 

lived in obedience to God.  



Revival 

Revival breaks the charm and power of the world, 
which blinds the eyes of men, and generates both the 

will and power to live in the world but not  
of the world. 
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Revival, in many respects, replicates the believer's 
experience when he or she is saved.  

It is initiated by a prompting of the Holy Spirit, 
creating an awareness of something missing or wrong 
in the believer's life that can only be righted by God. 

In turn, the Christian must respond from the heart, 
acknowledging his or her need.  
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believers to fully see themselves in comparison to 
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Revival 

Then, in a powerful way, the Holy Spirit draws back 
the veil the world has cast over the truth, allowing the 

believers to fully see themselves in comparison to 
God's majesty and holiness.  

Obviously, such comparisons bring great humility, but 
also great awe of God and His truly amazing grace.  
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Unlike the original conversion experience that brings 
about a new relationship with God, however, revival 
represents a restoration of fellowship with God, the 
relationship having been retained even though the 

believer had pulled away for a time. 



Revival 



Revival 

Examples of Biblical revival 

 

 



Revival 

Examples of Biblical revival 

 

King Josiah 

(2 Kings 22-23) 
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Then Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the 
scribe, “I have found the Book of the Law in the house 
of the LORD.”  And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, 

and he read it.  So Shaphan the scribe went to the 
king, bringing the king word, saying, “Your servants 

have gathered the money that was found in the 
house, and have delivered it into the hand of those 

who do the work, who oversee the  
house of the LORD.” 
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And Shaphan read it before the king.  

Now it happened, when the king heard the words of 
the Book of the Law, that he tore his clothes. 

Then the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam 
the son of Shaphan, Achbor the son of Michaiah, 

Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah a servant of the king, 
saying, 
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“Go, inquire of the LORD for me, for the people and 
for all Judah, concerning the words of this book that 

has been found; for great is the wrath of the 
LORD that is aroused against us, because our fathers 

have not obeyed the words of this book, to do 
according to all that is written concerning us.” 

2 Kings 22:8-13 
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And he made all who were present in Jerusalem and 
Benjamin take a stand.   

So the inhabitants of Jerusalem did according to the 
covenant of God, the God of their fathers.  

2 Chronicles 34:32 
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Thus Josiah removed all the abominations from all the 
country that belonged to the children of Israel, and 
made all who were present in Israel diligently serve 

the LORD their God.  

All his days they did not depart from following the 
LORD God of their fathers.  
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King Josiah 

(2 Kings 22-23) 

 

Ezra 

(Ezra 9-10) 
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When these things were done, the leaders came to 
me, saying, “The people of Israel and the priests and 
the Levites have not separated themselves from the 

peoples of the lands, with respect to the 
abominations of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 

Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the 
Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites.” 

Ezra 9:1 
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“For they have taken some of their daughters as 
wives for themselves and their sons, so that the  

holy seed is mixed with the peoples of those lands. 
Indeed, the hand of the leaders and rulers has been 

foremost in this trespass.” 

So when I heard this thing, I tore my garment and my 
robe, and plucked out some of the hair of my head 

and beard, and sat down astonished. 

Ezra 9:2-3 
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Then everyone who trembled at the words of the God 
of Israel assembled to me, because of the 

transgression of those who had been carried away 
captive, and I sat astonished until the evening 

sacrifice. 

At the evening sacrifice I arose from my fasting; and 
having torn my garment and my robe, I fell on my 

knees and spread out my hands to the LORD my God. 
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And Shechaniah the son of Jehiel, one of the sons of 
Elam, spoke up and said to Ezra, “We have trespassed 
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Israel in spite of this.” 
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“Now therefore, let us make a covenant with our God 
to put away all these wives and those who have been 
born to them, according to the advice of my master 
and of those who tremble at the commandment of 

our God; and let it be done according to the law. 

Arise, for this matter is your responsibility. We 
also are with you. Be of good courage, and do it.” 

Ezra 10:3-4 
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The evidence of revival, a great outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit upon a single believer or a group of 

believers, is changed lives.  Great movements toward 
righteousness, evangelism, and justice occur.  

Believers are once again spending time in prayer and 
reading and obeying God’s Word.  

Believers begin to powerfully use their spiritual gifts. 

There is a confession of sin and repentance. 
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